THEORY  OF  POPE'S ABSOLUTE  POWER

a domain of the Church, or princes in conflict with the clergy.
It was pronounced in a solemn ceremony, in terms calculated to
inspire terror in believers, for it proclaimed that the culprit would
go to hell. Not only were excommunicated persons deprived of
all the sacraments, but all Christians were forbidden to have any
dealings with them.

Since the eleventh century the clergy had used a new form of
procedure against the nobles - the interdict, which consisted in
suspending all religious ceremonies throughout the whole domain
of the lord who was in conflict with the Church, so as to oblige
his subjects to bring pressure to bear upon him and induce him to
make submission.

From the eleventh century onward the prelates, especially in the
region of the Rhone, had endeavoured to prevent private wars by
imposing the 'peace of God5, afterwards limited to the 'truce of
God', lasting for three days a week; but contemporary records
give no examples of its practical application.

JTHEORY   OF   THE   POPE'S   ABSOLUTE   POWER

The extension of canon law and of ecclesiastical jurisdiction
inoculated the clergy with a doctrine which was formulated in
its complete form in the thirteenth century by the pronouncement
of two popes - Innocent III at the opening of the century, and
Boniface VIII at its close. It may be summed up in two formulas:
since the Church is a 'perfect society5 - that is, a complete and
independent one - it ought to possess all the organs necessary to
the life of a society: domains, revenues, tribunals, and prisons; nor
ought it to be subject to the taxation, tribunals, military service,
orders, or laws of any secular authority. The other formula -
that 'the pope is pastor of the Church universal5 - implied that
the pope ought to possess a monarch's absolute power over all
Christians, including the king and princes, the holders of the
'temporal authority1, for in their capacity as members of the
Church, they too were his subjects 'in virtue of their faith' (ratione
fidei] and were bound to obey him in spiritual matters. Hence
the pope had power to impose penance upon them, excommuni-
cate them, forbid their subjects to obey them, and consequently
depose them.
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